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THOUSANDS IN REPERTOIRE . ..

The Songs of Bernadette Here June 21

Though legally blind, young Ber-
nadette Conlin, the award-winning
accordionist from Down Under, has
a repertoire of thousands of songs
ranging from classical to folk and
pop to jazz.

The Australian virtuoso
has won more than 100 ac-
cordion championships, as
well as scholarships to study
with some of the world’s top
accordionists in the Ukraine,
England, Russia and Ger-
many.

According to her press
releases, the 25-year-old is
never afraid to try anything
new on the accordion, with
some of her arrangements
never having been consid-
ered for the accordion in the
past. She plays and teaches
myriad styles and methods.

One of the most popular
segments of her concerts is
playing requests from audi-
ences and, in fact, she has
given performances made up solely
of such requests.

She originally started piano les-
sons at the age of six, though she
had an early dream of being a con-
certviolinist. It was her piano teacher
who suggested that she learn to play
the accordion and it has been her
musical passion ever since, though
she plays several other instruments,
including concertina, melodeon, flu-
tina, harmony flute, diatonic button
accordion and even an antique Chi-
nese cheng, a forerunner of the
modern accordion.

Bernadette plays both acoustic
accordion (stradella and free bass)
and MIDI accordion

It was her blindness — she has
only one percent vision — that ne-

Berna
Conlin

cessitated learning the thousands of
songs that she plays on her illus-
trious concert schedule.

Of course, she'll be showcasing
her talents at the monthly meeting of
the Salt Lake Area Accordion Club at
the South Valley Unitarian Universal-
ist Society facility, 6876 S. Highland
Drive (2000 East) on June
21 — the third Tuesday of
the month, as always.

Members are reminded
that it's possible, in part, to
bring renowned performers
to play for club meetings by
successful sales of their CDs
at meetings.

Bernadette has at least
six CDs to date: Accordion
Popular Classical Master-
pieces, Accordionally Yours,
Absolutely French, A Christ-
mas Selection, Abduction by
Tango and Accordiana.

Meanwhile, look forward
to hearing a diversified pro-
gram of music that could
range from Abba to Andrew
Lloyd Weber.

Admission is free for
dues-paying members and a modest
$5 contribution for others. Children
under six are always free.

Bring Accordions for June Mass Squeeze

Musical numbers selected for the

Mass Squeeze June 21 include:
What | Did for Love
Cossack Dancer
Frankie's Waltz
Never on a Sunday

Players are invited to bring their

instruments and join in playing.

Mass Squeeze numbers for July
19 include:

Frankie’'s Walltz

Never on a Sunday

Let’s Have a Party Polka

In the Good Old Summertime

Music is available on a table in
the back of the meeting hall.
























